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The symposium “Of mummies and more ...” is 
above all the opportunity  to meet experts in the 
field of Physical Anthropology of the Department 
of Cultural Heritage (DBC) and the Institute of 
Evolutionary Medicine (IEM) of the University of 
Zurich. It arises from the will to consolidate and 
implement the ongoing scientific collaboration 
between the two research institutions.
However, the symposium will not be limited 
to mummies, but it will provide the occasion 
to discuss about research topics carried out by 
the two groups: from archaeoanthropology to 
paleopathology, from virtual anthropology 
to archaeogenetics. Ultimately, the two groups 
will discuss about the development of shared 
research projects and the establishment of 
fruitful scientific synergies.



10.00 Greetings: Prof. Giorgio Gruppioni 
(Università di Bologna)

10.10 – 11.00 Prof. Frank J. Rühli (IEM, Zurich)
Of mummies and more...: An overview of 
research at the Institute of Evolutionary 
Medicine, University of Zurich

11.00 – 11.15 Coffee Break

11.15 - 11.45 Dr Francesco M. Galassi (IEM, 
Zurich)
Paleopathography and the Italian Paleopathology 
Project

11.45 – 12.00 Dr Nikola Koepke (IEM, Zurich)
Anthropometrics at the IEM

12.00 – 12.15 Dr Abigail Bouwman (IEM, 
Zurich)
Ancient biomolecular insights into dietary dairy

12.15 – 12.35 Dr Thomas Böni (IEM, Zurich)
Bridging clinical practice and paleopathological 
research

12.35 – 12.50 Prof. Stefano Benazzi (Università 
di Bologna)
Archaeoanthropology and Virtual Anthropology 
applied at the DBC

12.50 – 13.00 Dr Mirko Traversari (Università 
di Bologna)
Mummies and Paleopathology at the DBC

13.00 – 13.15 Dr Elisabetta Cilli (Università di 
Bologna)
Ancient DNA at the DBC

13.15 – 13.30 Prof. Donata Luiselli (Università 
di Bologna)
Origin and distribution of lactase persistence in 
Italy

13.30 Lunch

14.30  Round Table
Research Projects and Future Collaborations

F.J. Rühli, G. Gruppioni, T. Böni, N. Kopeke, 
I. Morozova, M.  Häusler, N. Bender, M. 
Habicht, C. Fornai, M. Traversari, A. Vazzana, 
R. Sorrentino, G. Oxilia, M. Alberani, M. 
Sazzini, C. Giuliani, P. Serventi
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